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character or embodied gods and deities, and hence
it is practically impossible to differentiate between
actual tradition or history and purely allegorical
myths.
We cannot even be certain how much of their
codices is actually records or true history, and how
much is recorded myths. But we know that they
wandered for a long time before settling down, and
that during their migrations they must have acquired
many arts and industries from tribes with whom they
came in contact. Likewise, these other races un-
doubtedly were greatly influenced by the Aztecs.
Hence, over a vast area we find objects and remains,
as well as existing customs, which show Aztec or
rather INTahua influence or vice versa, even though
they are far beyond the boundaries of the Aztec
Empire as it existed at the time of the Spanish con-
quest. Moreover, there were traditions among the
Aztecs, which to some extent were borne out by the
codices, and some of which still persist, to the effect
that the race remained for long periods at various
localities prior to their arrival in the Valley of
Mexico, and that colonies were established in these
places with vast stores of treasure, supplies, arms,
etc., to be used in case of emergency or as required.
According to these tales these colonies or outposts
were reserve bases forming an almost complete line
of retreat, and were strongly fortified and hidden in
the secret fastnesses of the mountains. But as
centuries passed and no need of calling upon these
reserves arose, they became forgotten and the secrets
of their locations lost, so that when at last the empire
was attacked by the Spaniards the reserve forces and